
curriculum & pedagogy

brooklands cove                                                                                           september 2021     

why do we need a new curriculum?
the update to the early years foundation stage is the most drastic change that i have seen since i began

working with children 10 years ago. it is mandatory for all early years settings to follow the guidance set out
in the eyfs, however the eyfs for 2021 offers a great deal more flexibility to practitioners with regard to how
they plan and deliver their teaching. there are so many methods and approaches to teach children in their

early years and beyond that the department for education now recognise that there is no right or wrong in
how we teach children. when our setting is inspected by rutland early years, we will be expected to

demonstrate how we effectively teach the children in our care. i have decided that the best way for me to
communicate how we implement a range of teaching methods, is to put together a curriculum for our

setting. this will be a very broad guide to the approaches, theories and guidance we incorporate into our
everyday planning, teaching and assessment.  

learning through play
"play is the highest form of research" albert einstein

the most important thing your child can do is play, through play they will learn to explore, investigate,
plan, discuss, debate, overcome failure, share, make friends and have fun. through play, children have time

to strengthen their muscles, build connections in their brain and ultimately teach themselves things
through trial and error. 

to allow children the most flexibility and use of their imagination, play with loose parts, open ended toys
and everyday objects is essential. we provide a wide range of resources from animal figures, to wooden

blocks to gravel in the garden. we allow children the opportunity to explore the resources as they see fit and
understand that although we may feel that building a tower over and over again is boring or even

irritating, the child is learning resilience, to keep on trying, they are exploring the sound the bricks make
as they hit the floor, they are creating patterns with the bricks, they are wondering if they can build the

tower higher next time and having feelings of anticipation and excitement. our job as practitioners is to
ensure that the children in our care have as much access to a wide range of safe, fun and stimilating play

and learning opportunities as possible.
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child development theories 

Piaget’s cognitive developmental theory

Bowlby’s attachment theory

Vygotsky's Sociocultural Theory

Maslow’s hierarchy of needs
maslow's hierachy of needs is a 5 tiered theory (below)
that states that in order to reach self-actualisation or
fulfilment, humans need to have both their basic and
physiological needs met. he theorised that in order to
allow children to thrive, we must ensure that they are
fed and watered appropriately, they are comfortable,

there is enough time for rest and sleep, children must
feel safe and secure, they must feel loved and their

self worth and confidence must be nurtured.

vygotsky's sociocultural theory emphasises the
importance of social interaction on children's

development. he believed that children's
understanding of culture, religion, social

practices and language could only develop from
social interaction. this theory underpins today's
understanding that children should spend time
with other children and adults from an early age

as they learn so much from others. 

child development theories help practitioners to
understand children's brain functions so they

can support children to thrive. many theories are
similar or even slightly contradictory, but it is

important to reflect on a range of theories.

jean piaget's cognitive developmental theory
focuses on the idea that children can only

develop in stages linked to their age. he believed
that the next stage could only be reached once the

previous stage was completed, but the speed at
which this could happen would depend on the

child. the eyfs continues to focus on the 'age and
stage' approach for children, although we believe

that certain milestones will be met within an
age bracket there is no hard and fast rule to the

rate of an individual child's development.

john bowlby's attachment theory explains that
children are born with a biological instinct to form
attachments with other people in order to survive.

'montropy' attachment is the most important form,
as this is with the primary caregivers (usually the

parents) however bowlby theorised that additional
strong attachments with others such as friends,

family members, teachers would only enrich a child's
development. the most sensitive time for the

attachment theory to benefit a child is up to the age
of 5, after this he believed it may not happen at all.
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children are capable of taking an active role in their learning, every child is able to take the lead and
construct their own learning. 

children possess 100 languages and should be encouraged to express themselves, Because children learn
and discover the world around them in many different ways, they should be encouraged to use a

variety of materials, resources and strategies in their education.
an emergent or child initiated curriculum is important in order to maintain the child's fascination

with learning and ensure that it is enjoyable. 
the importance of educational documentation - emilia believes it is important to be able to look back

upon a child's progress and celebrate successes.
community involvement and building relationships is seen as vital in a child's development. social

interaction is important for children's communication and social skills. the parent-setting
relationship is also regarded very highly and helps children to build a send of community. 

Teachers are equal learners who guide and nurture children’s learning and growth - The teacher’s
role in the Reggio Emilia approach learn alongside the child, to closely listen, observe and involve

themselves in the child’s learning.
the environment as the 'third teacher': the setting environment is accessed daily, it provides

children with a wealth of learning opportunities that encourages them to explore, discover and
problem-solve on their own.All resources and material in the classroom and other areas of each

setting are thought-provoking and inviting to inspire children to think outside the box.
 

i have always based my own practice upon the reggio emilia approach, the key values of the approach are:

early years education methods & approaches

The Montessori method Waldorf/Steiner education

The Reggio Emilia approach

steiner education promotes the idea that children
learn through imitation of simple, everyday tasks.

children are care for in a loving environment
that accepts everyone for who they are and respects
individuality. there is an emphasis on creativity,

music, movement and imagination. 

Montessori is a child-led teaching method where
children can freely choose the activities they want

to do to. The idea is that this allows children to
make their own choices, learn at their own pace to
build confidence, independence and self-esteem

and to create a foundation for learning.
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schemas
what is a schema?

rotation connecting

transportingpositioning 

trajectory

transforming

enclosing

enveloping

A schema is a pattern of behaviour which is regularly repeated during children's self-initiated play. The child
has learned to do something and finds they enjoys doing it so they repeat it over and over again. often, the
schema helps a child to develop a particular skill which they will use to develop their play. some children may

hop from one schema to another while others hold onto a schema in their play for months or years.
 

children are practicing
their problem-solving

skills as they link
things together,

making towers or
train tracks. They are

using complex skills to
work out how to make
sure things don't fall

down. 

children are learning
about hiding and that
things can appear and
then disappear. As they
develop their play they
will be able to predict

where things are
hidden which is an
important skill for

maths. 

children are learning
about size and shape
and how to fit one

thing inside another .
When they make a den,
they are thinking on a
large scale whether to
include their friends

inside and how big the
den should be. 

a child with a
transforming schema is

interested in how
things change and in
learning about shapes

and sizes as the
caterpillar becomes a

butterfly or jelly
changes from liquid to

solid as it sets

children with
trajectory schemas are
learning about height,
speed and distance. as

they look at things
that go up and down

and repeat play in
straight lines.

trajectory children
often love to throw!

children put things in
rows (like a trajectory
schema) but are more

interested in arranging
them by size or shape or

height or number of
legs. They will use

straight lines during
their play, crafts, when

making patterns.

children with a
rotation schema are
learning about space

and what makes
things go round.

They often combine
their learning with

movement and
learning about how
to use space safely. 

children are learning
about capacity and

weight as they fill and
empty containers and

carry them around.They
are also exploring

shape, size, space as they
work out where they can
take their bags and what
they will use them for. 
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uk government guidance
development matters

birth to five matters

The best for every child  - All children deserve to have an equal chance of success. 
High-quality care  - The child’s experience must always be central to the thinking of every practitioner. 

The curriculum: what we want children to learn 
Pedagogy: helping children to learn 

Assessment: checking what children have learnt 
Self-regulation and executive function 

Partnership with parents 

the Development Matters document is for all early years practitioners, for childminders and staff in
nurseries, nursery schools, and nursery and reception classes in school. it follows the early years

foundation stage statutory 7 areas of learning and is banded into age groups: birth to 3 years, 3 & 4 year olds
and children in reception. there are 'observational checkpoints' within each area to help practitioners

ensure the children in their care are on the right track, but there are no 'tick lists' or defined milestones.
the development matters also include the 'characteristics of effective learning' which help practitioners to

reflect on the rate of a child's learning: active learning, creating and thinking critically and playing and
exploring. the development matters outlines the following as the key features of effective practice:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

the child at the centre of practice
the child’s connections within family, communities, cultures and the natural world

the need to consider the whole child: physical, social and emotional wellbeing, health, and learning
the child’s rights as a member of society under the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the
Child (UNCRC), including: Non-discrimination (article 2), Best interest of the child (article 3),
Goals of education (article 29), Right to be heard (article 12), Right to play (article 31), Right to

freedom of expression (article 13), Right to freedom of thought, belief and religion (article 14), Right
for children with a disability to live a full and decent life (article 23), Right to learn and use the
language, customs and religion of their family (article 30), the sector’s responsibilities under the

United Nations Sustainability Goals and UNESCO Education for Sustainable Development, the statutory
requirements of the SEND Code of Practice.

The purpose of the guidance includes reaffirming core principles which recognise:

https://www.birthto5matters.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Childrens-rights-for-Birth-to-Five-Matters.pdf
https://www.birthto5matters.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/UNCRC_summary-1_1-1.pdf
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the early years foundation stage 2021
statutory guidance

personal, social & emotional development

communication & language development

physical development

literacy mathematics understanding the
world

expressive arts &
design

Early years providers must guide the development
of children’s capabilities with a view to ensuring

that children in their care complete the EYFS. There
are seven areas of learning and development that
must shape educational programmes in early years
settings. Three areas are particularly important for

building a foundation for igniting children’s
curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, forming
relationships and thriving. These are the prime
areas: communication and language, physical

development and personal, social and emotional
development. Providers must also support children

in four specific areas, The specific areas are:
literacy, mathematics, understanding the world,

expressive arts and design.

The development of children’s spoken language
underpins all seven areas of learning and

development. listening and understanding is
also key to children's communication skills.

Children’s personal, social and emotional
development (PSED) is crucial for children to

lead healthy and happy lives, and is fundamental
to their cognitive development. 

Physical activity is vital in children’s 
 development, enabling them to pursue healthy

and active lives. Gross and fine motor
experiences develop throughout early childhood 

It is crucial for
children to develop a

life-long love of
reading. Reading
consists of two

dimensions: language
comprehension and

word reading.
children develop

through stories, songs
and rhymes.

Developing a strong
grounding in number
is essential so that all
children develop the
necessary building

blocks to excel
mathematically.

children will explore
number, shape, space,

weight, size and
pattern.

Understanding the
world involves

guiding children to
make sense of their
physical world and
their community.
children develop

knowledge of
themselves, early

science and history.

The development of
children’s artistic and

cultural awareness
supports their

imagination and
creativity. It is
important that

children have regular
opportunities to

engage with the arts.
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brooklands cove pedagogy
what is pedagogy?

pedagogy is a greek term that roughly translates as 'to lead or guide a child', whilst curriculum is latin for
'course'. a curriculum is the content or subject matter that is being taught, whereas a pedagogy is the

techniques and teaching methods used. moving forwards, the early years foundation stage places greater
importance on quality teaching and guided learning rather than rigid expectations of children's outcomes.
the curriculum is provided for us in the form of the development matters and birth to 5 matters, it is our job
as a setting to develop an effective pedagogy to deliver this. we will reflect upon our knowledge that children

are perfectly capable of learning themselves if they are provided with the proper tools and guidance. we will
provide a rich and interesting indoor and outdoor learning environment within our setting. we will

provide purposeful resources, time and space to explore and be imaginative. we will ensure that the
environment is accessible for all children and that they are able to play independently. we will be available
for children to ask for help, rest and recharge, to offer support and guidance and when appropriate, to extend

and ask questions.

adult led activities vs child led play
although the majority of our approach does

promote child initiated play and activities, there is
still a place for adult initiated play. children

make amazing discoveries and form new
connections in their brains all by themselves, but

early years educators can offer new and
undiscovered experiences that follow the child's
interests. we will incorporate group activities,

adult led outings and invitations to play
alongside freeplay opportunities to ensure that
children are offered  wide and varied learning

experiences. however, it is important to be
respectful of a child's choice not to participate as
long as this does not affect the group's ability to

explore and learn.

invitations to play
in between adult led activities and child led free
play, lies 'invitations to play'. this is where early
years educators plan and prepare activities that are
design to grab children's attention but can also be
fully accessed independently. these are particularly

useful for children under 3 who are not
developmentally ready for formal activities.

children can be guided to use the resources in a
particular way through adult modelling and

adding relevant books to the invitation. children
should also be supported and encouraged to use
their own creativity and imagination, we will
follow their lead and observe the children to

scaffold their learning. from september, we will
pay more focus to invitations to play.



brooklands cove                                                                                           september 2021     

brooklands cove pedagogy

documentation

bi-annual learning story updates - these will be sent out every summer and every christmas.i will
update these regularly to monitor children's progress & identify gaps. 

2 year development check - this is a mandatory report. you will also have an appointment with your
health visitor, i will complete the report in line with your appointment (usually around 27-30

months)
transition report - this will either be completed when your child leaves for school (it will form their

final bi-annual report) or if your child moves to another setting. 

from september 2021, the following documentation will be completed for each child:

an interesting and varied environment - we will incorporate our garden into our free flow
environment, we will regularly rotate resources that are offered to the children based on their

interests, we will offer varied invitations and activities and observe closely to see when children
need adult intervention.

regular educational outings - even a 15 minute visit to the park will have huge education value to a
young child. we will ensure that every child have plenty of opportunities to explore the local

community. 
effective delivery of the curriculum - we will ensure that the statutory curriculum is considered with

every learning opportunity, activity, outing and resource. we will mostly use the development
matters document for guidance to ensure we guiding the children appropriately.

continuous observation & assessment of learning -  we will be spending less time documenting the
children's learning, which will give us more time to observe and assess their develop every day.

our approach to teaching and learning will adapt to the ages, interests and personalities of the children in
our care. as a larger setting with 3 members of staff, we are lucky to be able to have a good deal of

flexibility. we are able to enjoy plenty of social interaction as a whole group as-well as focus on age related
or individual interests in smaller groups. we are able to tailor our day to include outings, focused
activities and free play simultaneously. day to day, we will ensure that we incorporate the following

techniques and methods in our pedagogy:

day to day


